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Abstract. The study aims to highlight the specifics of developing a student’s
polycultural identity in an ESP (English for specific purposes) course. Methods of
analysis, synthesis, generalization, and systematization were exploited in combination
to study sources on the research problem. Results. It is stated that polycultural identity
Is one of the main characteristics of a specialist in the technical sphere, allowing them
to effectively carry out their professional activities in the conditions of cultural
diversity of society. A technical specialist with the developed polycultural identity is
able to perceive themselves as a subject of a polylogue of cultures. The main
components of forming a polycultural identity of a future technical specialist are
outlined. The pedagogic conditions of developing a polycultural identity of future
specialist in the technical sphere are considered. The interdisciplinary role-playing
pedagogy ““Reacting to the Past™ as an effective tool in forming a technical student’s
polycultural identity is covered. Conclusions. The process of formation of a
polycultural identity in the course of ESP in a technical university is a close
interrelation of four components: the motivational component, which ensures the
appropriation of values of native and foreign cultures, the determination of the
individual’s place in the world culture; the content component, which determines the
selection of professionally oriented material, facilitating the study of native and foreign
cultures in the context of their mutual influence; the procedural component, which
determines the place of the professionally oriented approach in education, its
interactive methods and techniques (e.g., role-playing method); reflexive, including the
individual’s awareness of themselves as cultural and historical subjects and at the
same time multicultural subjects.

Keywords: ESP, technical student, identification, interactive methods,

multiculturalism, polyculturalism, polycultural identity, role-playing method.
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Anomauyin. Memow O0ocniodxcenHs € BUCBIMIIEHH CHeYyu@iku po36UMKY
NONIKYIbMYPHOL I0eHMUYHOCIE CIYOeHma 8 KypCi aH2NiliCbKoi MO8U 01 cneyianicmie
(ESP). Memoou ananizy, cunmesy, y3aealvbHeHHs ~mMaA — CUCMeEMAMU3ayii
BUKOPUCMOBYBANIUCA Y KOMNAEKCI O 8UBYEHHS Odicepell 3 npobiiemMu O0CHiOHCEHHS.
Pe3ynomamu. 3asznaveno, wo NONIKYIbMYPHA [OEHMUYHICMb € OOHIEI0 3 OCHOBHUX
xXapakmepucmuk cneyianicma mexHiyHoOi cghepu, aAKa 00360J5€ UOMY epheKmusHo

300lCHIO8aMU €800 NPOoeciiuny OiANbHICMb 8 YMOBAX KYIbMYPHO2O DIZHOMAHIMMNISL
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cyuacnoeo cycninbcmea. Texniunut cneyianicm 3 pPO3BUHEHOIO NOAIKYIbMYPHOIO
i0oenmuunicmio 30amuui cnputimamu cede ax cy6'ekma noninozy kynomyp. Okpecieno
OCHOBHI KOMNOHEeHMU (OpMY68aHHs NONIKYIbIMYPHOI 10eHMUYHOCMI MatOymHb020
mexHiuHoeo cneyianicma. Po3ensinymo nedazo2iuni ymosu po3eumk)y HONIKYIbMYPHOIL
i0enmuynocmi maubymuvoeo cneyianicma mexuiunoi cghepu. Cxapakmepu3o8ano
MINCOUCYUNTIIHAPHY PONbO8Y hnedazoliky «Peakyia na munyne» sAK egekmusHuil
IHCmpymMeHm @QopMy8aHHs NONIKYIbMYPHOI 10eHMUYHOCMI CMYyOeHmda MexHiYHOoI
eanysi. Bucnoexu. Ilpoyec gopmysanus nonikyiemypHoi i0deHmuyHocmi niouac
BUBYEHHs. aHeniticbkoi mosu cneyianvnozo excumxy (ESP) npedcmasneno uepes
630EMO38'130K  YOMUPLOX KOMNOHEHMIB. MOMUBAYIUHO20 KOMNOHEHMA, AKUU
3abe3neuye 3ac80€HHA YIHHOCMEU PIOHOI ma IHO3eMHOI KYIbmyp, 8U3HAYEHHS MICYsl
ocobucmocmi 'y c8imositi Kyibnypi; 3MiCo8H020 KOMNOHEHMA, SIKUL 6U3HAYAE 8i00Ip
npoghecitino OpieHMOB8aH020 Mamepiany, wo CNpusc UBYEHHI0 PIOHOI ma IHO3eMHUX
KYIbMyp y KOHMEKCMI iXHbO20 83AEMHO20 NIUBY; NPOYECYaNbHO20 KOMNOHEeHMA, AKUU
suUsHauae micye npoghecilino OpiEHMOB8aHO20 NiOX00y 6 o0csimi, ma nepeobavae
3aCcmMoCy8ants IHMEPaKmugHux memodie HasuyanHsa (Hanpuxiad, mMemoody porbosoi
2pu); pe@uekcusHo2o, Wo OXONIIOE YCEIOOMIEHHS CIYOeHmamu cebe K KyaibmypHO-
icmopuunux cy6'ekmie ma 600HOUAC MYTLMUKYTLIMYPHUX CYO'€Kmis.

Kniouogi cnoea: aneniticoka Mo8a cneyianbHo20 8#CUMKY, CIYOEHM MeXHIYHO20
Gaxynementy, i0enmughixayis, IHMEPAKMUBHI Memoou, MYTbMUKYIbMYPALi3M,

NONIKYIbMYPALizmM, NONIKYIbIMYPHA [0eHMUYHICHb, MEMOO POIbO8OI 2pu.

Introduction. Humanity is moving towards pluralism, dialogue, polylogue, and
the search for a harmonious balance between cultures. Integration into the pan-
European educational space in the field of identity studies should take place taking into
account cultural differences. Modern education presupposes, first of all, the
development of the personality of students, their cognitive abilities, the formation of a

holistic system of universal knowledge, and not just mastering the sum of knowledge
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in certain academic subjects. Its goal is not just to prepare a highly professional
specialist in a particular field, but also a “person of the world” capable and ready to
communicate and cooperate with people of different nationalities, religions and
cultures, peaceful and fruitful coexistence in modern society. In a dialogical encounter
of different cultures, each, while maintaining its unity and open integrity,
simultaneously enriches each other. It is becoming increasingly obvious that humanity
is developing along the path of expanding the interconnection and interdependence of
various countries, peoples and their cultures. In such a way globalization with its
contradictory phenomena, which tend to intensify, puts forward a priority task for higer
education in general and learning English for specific purposes (ESP) in particular —
the preparation of future specialists for professional activity in a multicultural
environment, the formation of skills to communicate and cooperate with people of
different social groups, nationalities, religions. Professional training carried out within
the framework of a technical higher educational institution should pursue the goal of
acquiring professionalism in a broad sense by a future specialist in the technical sphere,
I.e., it should be oriented towards acquiring not only the content knowledge and hard
skills, but also towards the formation and enhancement of professionally significant
personal qualities, which are integral components of a specialist’s professionalism. A
modern technical university should resolve issues of preparing students — future
technical specialists — for multi-level interaction within a diverse spectrum of
intercultural communications.

Therefore, the problem of forming a polycultural identity, capable of seeking
and finding ways to resolve socio-cultural frictions, to show tolerance, is becoming
increasingly relevant. In this regard, the formation of a polycultural identity occupies
a significant place in the education of future technical specialists.

Analysis of significant research and publications. Nowadays, the scholarly
literature has widely discussed the issues of personal identification and identity. In

particular, Ukrainian scholars K. Zhurba, I. Bekh, O. Dokukina, S. Fedorenko,
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I. Shkilna have analyzed this problem in terms of its cultural aspects [2]. They argue
that the phenomenon of identification reflects the influence exerted by one individual
on another individual or individuals, and which is expressed in the desire of this other
or others to follow certain behavioral or personal characteristics of the influencing
person and reproduce them in their own behavior. So, operational identification can be
considered as the maintenance of behavioral or personal characteristics of another
person, as a real reproduction of either similar behavioral acts or its symbolic forms.
The latter include the actions of the subject of identification, not necessarily absolutely
identical to the actions of the object of identification, that is, those that reproduce only
the motivation of the actions of a significant other [2, p. 26].

Given the aforementioned, the identification is a special social phenomenon that
constantly exists in human life as a process. It constantly affirms, expands, deepens
and ensures the definition of oneself for oneself and others. The process of
identification begins at birth, gradually transforming from spontaneous into more or
less conscious.

Currently, multicultural education is considered as a cultural phenomenon, a
mechanism for transmitting sociocultural experience, a sphere of cultural values, a new
information environment, and a paradigm of education in the 21st century. In the
scholarly literature in the last few decades, cultural identity has been investigated from
a bicultural perspective to understand how people influenced by two cultures, often
stemming from their ancestral and non-ancestral roots, try to manage them [5]. In
particular, studies of polycultural identity integration have found that the extent to
which bicultural individuals perceive their dual cultural identities as integrated
(blended and harmonious) versus unintegrated (separated or conflicting) is associated
with behavioral responses to cultural cues and psychological adjustment [4]. Two ways
of achieving polycultural identity integration — a hybrid style that involves merging

cultural identities and an alternating style that involves switching identities depending
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on the context — have also been associated with different motives and demographic
factors [16].

As scholarly studies have become increasingly interconnected and culturally
complex due to globalization and international migration, today, it is important to
consider the impact of more than two cultural influences on individuals and how they
contribute to their identity [12; 17]. In this regard, scholars are turning to the concept
of polycultural identity. The paradigm of polyculturalism views culture as a flexible set
of attributes that are loosely associated with a particular group and are transmitted
between groups through social interactions; cultural influences on people as partial,
multifaceted, and dynamic; and the boundaries of culture as flexible [15].

In the era of increased intercultural contacts, multiculturalism promotes the
maintenance of fixed boundaries between cultural groups, whereas polyculturalism
may discourage the use of culture to divide people. On the one hand, multiculturalism,
which assumes fixed group boundaries, expects individuals to fully acquire all the main
cultural traits in constructing their polycultural identity [13]. On the other hand,
assuming flexible group boundaries, polyculturalism expects individuals to partially
acquire some attributes associated with a given cultural group in constructing their
cultural identity, as well as attributes of other cultural groups under mutual influence.
In the latter case, scholars focus on the formation of a polycultural identity. The issues
of polycultural identity in the context of intercultural interactions are the focus of
modern multidisciplinary study by education experts, linguists, anthropologists,
communication specialists and others who are interested in various issues of values and
identity formation [16].

Polycultural identity in the theory of educational sciences, unlike linguistics, is
considered not simply as the sum of everything spoken and written, taking into account
its linguistic competence, but as a bearer of value orientations and a creator of texts in
different cultural contexts. It is worth emphasizing that the text in this case is

understood in its broad sense, namely it as any instance of the organization of human
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signs. The only limits seem to be that the “text” in question should be a cultural object
produced by people rather than a natural object untouched by human hand or mind.

Identification of previously unresolved parts of th general problem. Taking
into account the existence of a widely developed theoretical basis on the problem under
study, the educational process of the modern technical university still remains
traditional and does not have sufficient potential to solve this problem. One of the
reasons for this is the lack of a holistic approach to the formation of a student’s
polycultural identity in the educational process by means of different academic
disciplines, e.g., though the ESP course. Furthermore, pedagogical conditions have not
been developed to ensure the effective formation of a polycultural identity of future
technical specialist when teaching an ESP at a technical university.

Formulation of the article’s objectives (setting the task). The article aims to
highlight the specifics of developing a student’s polycultural identity in an ESP course.
The realization of this aim presupposes the following objectives: 1) to cover the main
components of forming a polycultural identity of a future technical specialist; 2) to
single out pedagogic conditions in the ESP course which facilitate the development of
a technical student’s polycultural identity; 3) to study the impact of interdisciplinary
role-playing pedagogy on developing a polycultural identity of a future technical
specialist.

Presentation of the main research material. It is well-known fact that society
as a carrier of symbolic cultural programs can develop only under the condition of
preservation, interaction and progress of its constituent ethnic groups, their languages
and cultures. In turn, the problem of the relationship between language and culture is
of exceptional importance for linguodidactics in particular and modern education in
general. Moreover, it is necessary to especially note the nature of the mutually
conditioning bilaterality between them (i.e., between language and culture). In this
regard, the meaning and functions of a foreign language in the development of a

polycultural personality in the conditions of a multicultural university environment are
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actualized. At the same time, language is understood as a special world in which the
personality is immersed. Mastering more than one language also means mastering
worlds filled with ethnic and cultural specifics [11]. E. Cassirer [7] argues that language
and the world seem to be very similar phenomena.

Today, polycultural identity is one of the main characteristics of a specialist in
the technical sphere, allowing them to effectively carry out their professional activities
in the conditions of cultural diversity of society. A technical specialist with the formed
polycultural identity is able to perceive themselves as a subject of a polylogue of
cultures. They have an active life position, a developed sense of empathy and tolerance,
emotional stability, and they are capable of productive professional activity in the
conditions of multicultural world. The main components of forming a polycultural
identity of a future technical specialist are as follows: cognitive (knowledge of culture
as a social phenomenon, of the development trends of the modern multicultural world,
the idea of a polylogue of cultures as the only possible philosophy of existence, of the
specifics of technical work, awareness of one's own multicultural affiliation),
motivational and affective (manifestation of empathy, tolerance, emotional stability)
and active (the ability to apply adequate means in solving professional problems of
interaction with people of different cultures, the ability to relieve tension in
relationships, conflict resistance).

Given the aforementioned, it can be argued that a foreign language has the
necessary potential for the formation of a technical student’s polycultural identity. This
potential is fully realized if the following principles are observed in the educational
process: interdisciplinarity; the principle of dialogue of cultures; bilingual education;
independent search and research activities; interaction with representatives of different
cultures [9]. In the educational process, the formation of a polycultural identity of

future specialists in the technical sphere is facilitated by:
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- the appropriate selection of topics and structuring of the content of educational
material in a foreign language based on the socio-cultural approach and the principle
of professional focus;

- the extensive use of interactive methods (e.g., discussions, role-playing games,
project technologies).

As for the latter abovementioned point, modern studies of the significance of
role-playing as one of the interactive methods are consistent with its usefulness for
gaining multifaceted experience in the educational process, during which youth master
knowledge in different dimensions and contexts, focusing on acquiring skills important
for different spheres of life [1, p. 104]. In general, role-playing is an effective
educational and cognitive activity for studying complex topics or solving problems in
different spheres, in which it is necessary to analyze different points of view in order
to better understand the educational material [3; 8]. Role-playing consists of a
spontaneous representation of a real or hypothetical situation to present a problem or
information related to the content of the discipline. Each student plays their own role,
although they can also change roles in order to approach the solution of the problem
from different points of view and understand different interpretations of the same
situation [1, p. 106].

We consider the interdisciplinary role-playing pedagogy “Reacting to the Past”
Is an effective tool in developing a technical student’s polycultural identity. This
pedagogy keeps students engaged with a revolutionary, immersive game. Students
playing a particular “game” learn to read and use primary sources effectively, and most
importantly, to argue persuasively within a given role in order to influence other
characters and persuade those characters of their own position. Each Reacting to the
Past game divides players into groups called factions. The remaining students are the
undecideds, those who can be persuaded, cajoled, and bribed to vote for one faction or
another that leads to victory. Therefore, faction members must make persuasive

arguments in their speeches to influence the undecideds, who are often unaware of their
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power. Working together in these groups, students have both individual and collective
goals to achieve through studying history, reading, writing, and speaking, and finally
colluding and manipulating; in short, through subversion.

Let us turn to one of the Reacting to the Past role-playing games which can be
used in an ESP class for technical students “Engines of Mischief: Technology,
Rebellion, and the Industrial Revolution in  England, 1817-1818”
(https://reactingconsortium.org/games/engines1817). It focuses on the problem of the
disruption of new technology in particular and gender in general. It starts with reading
a news article entitled “Robots will take our jobs!” (Human workers are being replaced
by automation). And students are supposed to respond to the challenge whether they
resist or embrace this new technology. The role-playing game Engines of Mischief
explores a very similar situation in the past — in Manchester (England) in 1817-1818.
Players are faced with different choices about how to live and prosper at the dawn of
the Industrial Revolution. They use new economic theories, and news reports to debate
the pros and cons of factories, and the extension of political rights down the social
order. But players do not just debate. Characters from various classes of society must
take action to improve their lives. Hand weavers and spinsters have to choose between
violently resisting the new technology, joining factories, forming unions, or gaining
political rights. Middle-class entrepreneurs decide how best to run their businesses to
maximize profits and how to treat their workers. Craftsmen/inventors decide what type
of new machines to build. Aristocrats must maintain control over government while
deciding whether to support the working or middle classes, the old world or the new.
Above all players must make ethical decisions about how to balance their individual
interests with the good of society as a whole, which, in its turn, contributes to forming
their identities.

Therefore, the Reacting to the Past role-playing pedagogy designed to evoke an
emotional response and encourage students to consider a problem, idea, or concept in

a new and creative way [14]. For a group of students on the edge of adulthood,
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especially those who have been taught to follow society’s rules, such activities are not
only useful but vital to the development of their own identities, including polycultural
one.

Conclusions. The process of formation of a polycultural identity in the course
of ESP in a technical university is a close interrelation of four components: the
motivational component, which ensures the appropriation of values of native and
foreign cultures, the determination of the individual’s place in the world culture; the
content component, which determines the selection of professionally oriented material,
facilitating the study of native and foreign cultures in the context of their mutual
influence; the procedural component, which determines the place of the professionally
oriented approach in education, its interactive methods and techniques (e.g., role-
playing method); reflexive, including the individual’s awareness of themselves as
cultural and historical subjects and at the same time multicultural subjects through co-
study of the English language and comparison of different cultures. At the same time,
the process of interaction between the student and the ESP becomes the most important,
since it is during this period that the foundations for future professional communication
are laid.

The scope for further research lies in studying pedagogic potential of general

education in forming polycultural identity of technical undergraduate students.
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